ADDRESS BY THE HON’BLE PRESIDENT OF INDIA
SMT. DROUPADI MURMU
AT THE CONVOCATION CEREMONY OF NALANDA UNIVERSITY,
BIHAR

Rajgir, 31 March, 2026

| am delighted to be among you all for participating in the
Convocation ceremony of Nalanda University. Today’s ceremony is a
reaffirmation of a civilizational promise: a promise that knowledge
shall endure, that dialogue shall prevail, and that learning shall
continue to serve humanity.

| extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the graduating students.
Your achievements are the result of perseverance, discipline, and
intellectual commitment. | am pleased to learn that over half of the
graduating cohort today comprises international students from more
than 30 countries. | acknowledge with appreciation the faculty and
staff of the university and the families who have supported these
young minds in their journey.

afaar AR Foora,

HTST AR S & Y e W H Fll ol & giicer aers
Sl g1 WISl TS & o3 H ATdRd gl dlel HITEeT FAGIER
AR serarT ey o fOgR & s &7 & qU Aaar @ 3fEar,
HeuT 3R 97 FT Geur GIm Al

qradl Qrdledl H FAMA Uil ATelar faRafdearery o@mser 3ms
dIfegdl deh AT & Udh HGl &g & &7 A Yfareasd Igr| ATelar
FT Idel had ARA & fov & =1gl, dfes YT fag & fow &
agd 31 &ffa ol Y 8ff, Arelar & @uRoT Sfiad W §AR 9 T

Page 1 of 2



H SHP JoARcU 38 NG fada & amefaies gRaer # o
TN el & Tow T8 3R AR gfdaerdr &l gdis g
Tg A%l &2l Adced, Tdd HEUETd garar 3R agared ot &
TH-ag & T & IrT &1 Ig 39 a1d T 30T & 6 arsm Fqeat
& 3o 7 [Affiea g 3Ta J8T g8 & Thd &1 T§ ST
SHeoAT Bl § b 3MeT & aArelar faRafdearery st s
gt I 3mefa & @ g1 g sAdiar farafdcarey & wah
gfafSsd 3T T A& &g & §7 H YoA: 39 S YA Gohd ol
sATelel &l ARTeYs fAgUid %9dq & 38 emead A7 # fAfgd &
“3T AT #7aT: hdal Tog favad:”

AT &3 & FAR I YA Td I IR 3T

T Gidl T 3T TTaR AT FAT Hhdd Udh 3G gl AT, Sfod
T Siiad WO oA areier o Afdy Garurmst &1 w@ea R
3R are-faare-dae & dicared fRarl Tt AT @ FIfr of 3rerer
B AG oW I, T aAfaedr, TS IR AT F cTuw
FeIIUT F SISl AT I IS Ao T Head grdfden g1 3T S
faeg 3@e Sifcer gHEITdAr &1 AHAT & @ 8§, d9 He0T W
IR Fadd 3R [Gagarqut [Aded & 3aegsdr ggo & 3if0s
el

Ao faRary § & dArelar favafacarery vfar 3T faea # ueh 3rerof
fIaT0T HEUTT & FT H IHWM| Ig o hdol HYAT A&IT0IF Scpsedr
gfew e Hear & fou off fafdre ggae s=em 73t I8 @
YHeoIdl gldr @ f& fazafaeare@ interdisciplinary  learning,
HAWSET FgA9T 3R TACT HAGHET & AT AR & AETH
g 37 feer # foRaER 3[R gl
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forely o farafacarerd & faIv 3r9e TUET gR&er @ o3 I@er o
AT gl g1 3IEh WEIfd &l o 38 TUEE HAGT & 8
e aifRe, Sef g Tod &1 # faeafecaem & agsnfaar
HalG ugel WAl HAl g, [orge AEIH H TUENT HAGHT
AR IRIR® A gonfodt & | g5 & @ gar fee o ©
g

Ladies and gentlemen,

Today, India stands at an important moment in its educational journey.
During over five years of adoption of National Education Policy 2020,
there has been a renewed emphasis on holistic, multidisciplinary and
value-based education. Our ancient traditions of learning were never
confined to rigid boundaries. They encouraged enquiry, dialogue and
synthesis. Nalanda must once again embody this spirit bringing
together knowledge systems from across disciplines and cultures.

| am pleased to note that this campus reflects commitment to
sustainability, with its journey towards becoming a Net Zero campus.
At a time when climate change poses serious challenges, institutions
of higher learning must lead by example. The academic programmes
focused on ecology, environment and sustainable development are
both timely and necessary. | am confident that research undertaken
here will contribute meaningfully to addressing these challenges.

| wish to say a few words about Buddhist studies, because | believe
this is a matter of deep importance for India, and for Nalanda in
particular. For close to eight centuries, ancient Nalanda was the
intellectual heart of Buddhist scholarship in Asia. Scholars from
across the Asian continent came here to study, to debate and to
deepen their understanding of the Dhamma. Some of the finest minds
in the history of Buddhist thought lived and worked on this soil. This is
a heritage of extraordinary significance.
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| am happy to note that the University is well placed to build upon this
legacy. India has a deep and living connection with Buddhist
philosophy and practice. This connection must be nurtured with
seriousness and with a comprehensive understanding of India’s
classical knowledge traditions. Buddhist scholarship must remain
rooted in India’s civilizational foundations while engaging with its
diverse expressions across Asia.

| am confident that Nalanda University can emerge as a leading
global center for Buddhist studies. | encourage the University to
invest in this field with resolve, depth and openness. In doing so, it
will again be fulfilling a role that is centuries old. Nalanda University
represents another important dimension of India’s engagement with
the world, that of educational diplomacy. The participation of partner
nations reflects shared cultural and intellectual linkages, especially
across Asia.

Dear students,

Today marks an important milestone in your lives. A degree is not
merely a recognition of academic achievement. It is also a
responsibility. Each one of you carries the responsibility to use your
knowledge for the greater good. | am particularly happy to note the
achievements of graduating women students. Your success is an
inspiration to many others. You graduate from this University, carrying
two things: a degree and an inheritance. The degree is yours alone.
The inheritance belongs to all of humanity. As the Dhammapada
reminds us:

JFele foreel 3TaoT eFETdRT JURETCT |
“You yourselves must make the effort; the Tathagatas only point the

7

way.

You are among its first graduates. The reputation of this University will
not be built by its buildings or its rankings. It will be built by what you
do, and by how you conduct yourselves, in your careers and in your
lives.
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| would like to share three reflections with you today:
First, cultivate the habit of enquiry. Ask questions and remain open
to lifelong learning.
Second, connect knowledge with service. Use your education to
uplift others.
Third, remain connected with your alma mater. You are
ambassadors of this institution.

Nalanda stands for inclusivity of knowledge and freedom of enquiry.
These principles must guide its future.

The Government of India remains committed to supporting the growth
of this institution. The library of ancient Nalanda is said to have
contained millions of manuscripts. With that lofty benchmark as a
reference, what we are building here today, will be a lasting legacy.
As India moves towards becoming a developed nation by 2047,
institutions like Nalanda University will play a vital role.

| extend my best wishes to all the graduating students for your future
endeavors.

Thank you.

Jai Hind!
Jai Bharat!
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